well as the adjustments of China's own diplomatic strategies.
I. Sino-Gulf Relationship during the Cold War
The relationship between China and the Gulf region is deeply affected by the Cold War system; during that time, China's policies toward the Gulf region depended on the relationship
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between China and the US, and the Soviet Union. Changes in regional patterns in the Gulf Region and China's own strategic adjustments also have influenced China's policies toward the Gulf.
I will review the relationship between China and the Gulf region through three phases.
The 1950s and 1960s
In the 1950s and 1960s, the typical characteristic of the international system was the all-out confrontation between the In the 1950s, the Gulf countries were monarchic regimes and were Western diplomatic allies. Iran and Iraq even joined the Baghdad Pact led by the West. Therefore, from the perspective of China, the Gulf region was a part of the Western camp.
Supporting national liberation movements was the main content of China's policy towards the Gulf. China's support to the national liberation movements in the Gulf region comes from China's principle of ideology, meaning to fight against imperialism and its allies (bin Huwaidin, 2008: 130) . In details, supporting the revolution in Iraq was the focus of then China's Gulf diplomacy.
In July 1958, a revolution broke out led by Abd al-Karim Qasim in Iraq, and Iraq quit the Baghdad Pact following the revolution. In August 1958, China established diplomatic relationship with Iraq and Iraq became the first country that had diplomatic ties with China. Because of the differences between China and Egypt at that Vol. 10, No. 1, 2016 4 time, Iraq was not only the diplomatic center of China in the Gulf region, but also the diplomatic center of China in the whole Arab world (Wu, B., 2011: 11) . 
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The 1970s
At the end of the 1960s, due to the worsening relationship between China and the Soviet Union and the start of the border conflict between the two countries, the Soviet Union became China's biggest enemy. China formed a united front to prevent Soviet Union from expanding to the Third World, which became the main target of China's foreign policy. At the first stage of the 1970s, in order to move southward to the Indian Ocean, Soviet Union expanded its influence in the Gulf region, with the signing of cooperative agreements between Soviet Union and India in 1971 and between Soviet Union and Iraq in 1972. In order to confront the expansion of Soviet Union, China began to improve its relationship with the US and reconsider the relationship between Gulf countries and the West. That is why China accepted US policies toward the Gulf region at that time.
To establish diplomatic relations with the Gulf countries, 
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The 1980s
In the 1980s, relying on the US and contending Soviet Union Vol. 10, No. 1, 2016 6 were the main contents of China's diplomatic policies. However, the differences and conflicts between the two countries happened continuously and the relationship between China and Soviet Union moderated. China began to recognize the importance of the balanced relationship between the US and Soviet Union (bin Huwaidin, M., 2008: 91) . In terms of China's own situation, after 1982, modernization and economic construction became the fundamental tasks of the country, and independence was China's main diplomatic policy. Dramatic changes in China's diplomacy also exerted impacts on China's policies toward the Gulf. China's Syria policy caused the discontents of GCC countries.
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II. Sino-Gulf Relationship after the Cold War
Arab media from GCC countries even misunderstood that China was supporting the Assad regime. However, the Syria issue has not caused great damage to the relationship between China and GCC. In contrast, because of China's active interpretation of its policy toward GCC and the huge demands of both sides in the field of energy cooperation, the strategic cooperative relationship between China and GCC stepped up rapidly. In early 2012, Chinese prime minister Wen Jiabao made successful visits to Saudi Arabia, UAE and Qatar, at a time when the strategic partnership between China and Saudi Arabia had improved and the strategic partnership with UAE had been established (Wu, S., 2015: 9) .
Strategic dialogue and cooperation mechanism between China and GCC had also been enhanced. In May 2011, the second round of Sino-GCC strategic dialogue was held in UAE's capital Abu Dhabi. In January 2014, the third round of this dialogue was held in Beijing (Ministry of Foreign Affairs, PRC). countries; searching for comprehensive fair and reasonable resolution; take phased and equality principle; creating favorable environment for talks; searching for tackling the dispute and comprehensive ways (Gao, Z., 2015: 19-20) . These advocates aimed at bridging the differences among parties, and promoting them to reach comprehensive agreements in predetermined time. It marks the first time for China to raise its own proposal on Iran nuclear issue.
Besides, China was also active in communicating with different parties, committed to eliminating differences and promoting the Iran nuclear negotiations for political resolution.
During the negotiations in November 2013, Foreign Minister
Wang Yi had extensive contacts with foreign ministers from the US, Russia and Iran, trying to bridge the differences among the parties and promote the negotiations to make substantial progress.
After hard negotiations, the Joint Comprehensive Action Plan was reached as a preliminary agreement, marking the first step of resolving the Iran nuclear issue through diplomatic methods.
Afterwards, Iran nuclear negotiations were delayed many times.
However, China still insists that political resolution should be the general direction of the Iran nuclear negotiations, hoping that comprehensive agreement could be reached as soon as possible. (Xi, J., 2014: June 5) . In his speech on Sino-Arab strategic cooperation, it is without doubt that the Gulf region, with its huge potential, plays an important role.
Jointly building the "One Belt and One road" will be the mainstream of the cooperation between China and Gulf countries.
Of course, the cooperation between China and Gulf countries Journal of Middle Eastern and Islamic Studies (in Asia) Vol. 10, No. 1, 2016 20 involving the building of "One Belt and One Road" also faces risks and challenges. Firstly, the security situation in the Gulf is not optimistic. Continuous turbulence can be found in Iraq and Yemen; terrorist organizations such as ISIS are widespread. These are all security challenges that China and Gulf countries are facing.
Secondly, the geopolitical contest between Saudi Arabia and Iran, the two regional powers, has become fierce. This is a political task that China must properly address and find a way to balance its relationship with Saudi Arabia and Iran. Finally, China and the US share both common interests and obvious differences on hotspots in the Gulf region. How to deal with its cooperative and competitive relationship with the US is the long-term challenge of China's Gulf diplomacy.
III. Conclusion
Development of the relationship between China and the Gulf region are influenced by the international system, regional patterns, as well as China's own diplomatic strategic adjustments.
In this last part of the article, I will summarize the basic contents and characteristics of the relationship between China and the Gulf. 
